
BIBLE CONNECTION

1 Samuel 16:1-23  
(pages 303-304)

MEMORY LINK

1 Samuel 16:7b

“For the Lord does not see as  
man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the  

Lord looks at the heart.”

(KBC Study Bible pg. 303)

SUPPLIES NEEDED 
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T (resources), 

pencils

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY 
Option 1: Crown (resources) 

Option 2: None

BIBLE CONNECTION 
Script (resources); paper

SURF TEAM LEADER 
Memory Link cards, index 

cards, pens, Hang 10 pages

MAKE-IT-STICK 
REVIEW GAME 

Option 1: Painters’ tape, 
bean bag 

Option 2: Balloons, jump ropes

CHARACTER WORD

Respect – A high or special  
regard; honor one another

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

I can respect others without 
judging them by their outward 

appearance.

David is Anointed as King
LESSON 15
“RESPECT”

(page 1)

Worship Tip

Worship, according to A.W. Tozer, includes “expressing astonished wonder 
and overpowering love in the presence of… our Father.” During the worship 
time encourage children to show respect to the people around them by 
not distracting them with silliness or by drawing attention to themselves. 
Remind them that worship is a special time to show honor to God. Help 
children draw their attention back to God and keep their focus on Him. This 
is a great way to show Him respect. 

10-15
MINUTES

WHAT’S THE POINT?

“Don’t judge a book by its cover.” Have you ever experienced that familiar saying 
first hand? Either on the receiving side or the judging side? We have a tendency to 
size up people too quickly. We make decisions about who someone is based on 
what we see. Sadly, we sometimes let those snap judgments affect how we treat 
people. In the Bible story today, the prophet Samuel made assumptions based on 
what he saw and judged inaccurately. 

The Bible tells us that God looks at the heart. He requires us to show respect to 
others. He wants us to give honor to one another no matter what they may look 
like (Romans 12:10). In fact, we are instructed to honor our parents (Exodus 20:12), 
our elders (Leviticus 19:32), widows (1 Timothy 5:3), authority (Romans 13:7), and 
all people (1 Peter 2:17). But most importantly we are to show honor and respect to 
God. Revelation 4:11 says, “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.” 
God deserves our utmost honor and respect. He is worthy!
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GET CONNECTED

10-15 Minutes – Building relationships in Surf Teams; introducing today’s lesson

 R-E-S-P-E-C-T (resources), pencils

Use the following conversation prompts to get to know the kids in your surf team 
and to introduce today’s lesson.

•  Today’s character word is respect. What do you think respect means?

• Complete the R-E-S-P-E-C-T resource page to list names of people you 
respect.

• How do you show respect to your parents? Your teacher? A stranger? A 
police officer? 

• More than anyone else, God deserves our special regard and honor. How 
do we show respect to God?  

Guide clubbers to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link 
in their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.



MEMORY LINK

Teaching a Bible verse to clubbers; helping them to memorize the verse

 No supplies needed

Focus on the Bible 
Who can tell me where all of the memory links come from? That’s right! They are 
all verses found in the Bible. The Bible is God’s word written for us. Every verse 
is important. God wants us to learn from them. Today’s memory link is found in 
1 Samuel 16:7b. So, what is the name of the book where we’ll find this verse? (1 
Samuel) What is the chapter? (16). What is the verse? (7b). What does the “b” 
mean? (the second part of the verse) Page numbers can help you find verses, 
too. Today’s verse is found on page 303 in the KBC Study Bible. Let’s practice 
getting there. I will say, “page 303… go!” On “go” you will open your Bible and 
quickly find the page. Once you have found the page, stand up. Make sure all of 
the kids have their Bibles closed and say “go.” Repeat a few times with the goal 
of more kids being able to find the page in the time allotted.

Focus on Today’s Memory Link 
Listen carefully as I read the memory link. Read the verse aloud. How do God 
and man view people differently? Which way is the correct way to view people? 
What does it mean when it says God “looks at the heart?” The lesson today is 
about someone who looked only at the outward appearance, and God reminded 
him that it was a person’s heart that mattered. He showed respect for God’s 
authority and chose a king based on his heart. 

Option 1 – CROWN ME

 Crown (resources)

Guide each surf team to sit in a circle. Ask surf team leaders to give the crown to 
one of the students in the circle. Ask the students to pass the crown around the 
circle as they say one word of the memory link. The student holding the crown 
when it is time to say the verse reference is out of the game. Call for the kids to 
scramble to another location in the circle then continue until there is only one 
player left in the game. Repeat as time allows.

Option 2 - ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS

 No supplies needed

Ask two students to come to the front and demonstrate how to play Rock, 
Paper, Scissors. Explain that rock beats (smashes) scissors, scissors beats 
(cuts) paper, and paper beats (covers) rock. Instruct the kids to find a partner in 
their surf team. Tell them that the winner of each round will say the memory link. 
Stop periodically to ask clubbers to change partners. Play continues until time is 
called. 

10-15
MINUTES
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1 Samuel 16:7b

“For the Lord does not see as a 
man sees; for man looks at  

the outward appearance, but  
the Lord looks at the heart.”

(KBC Study Bible pg. 303)
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BIBLE CONNECTION

Teaching today’s character word through a gospel-centered Bible story

 Script (resources), paper

Prepare 
Roll up the paper to resemble a microphone. Select two surf team leaders to 
help you tell the story as they pretend to be a reporter and Samuel as they read 
the script.

Introduce the Story 
Samuel was a prophet who lived in Old Testament times. He was the one who 
anointed King Saul. But King Saul was not obedient to God, and God decided 
Saul no longer deserved to be King. This made Samuel very sad. His sadness 
lasted for a long time. Finally, God told him to stop mourning, and He gave 
Samuel a very important job to do. Let’s read about that important job.

1 Samuel 16:1-2 
Guide the kids to open their KBC Study Bibles to 1 Samuel 16:1-2 (KBC Bible 
page 303). Read these verses aloud.

1 Samuel 16:2-13 
So, Samuel was instructed to go to Bethlehem and find the one God had 
chosen to be the king that would replace King Saul.

Today we have a special opportunity to sit in on an interview with Samuel and 
hear for ourselves what took place in Bethlehem.

Let’s hear what Samuel has to say.

Ask the two surf team leaders to read the the script of Samuel’s Interview.

Wow! Samuel learned a lot on this journey! First, he learned that it was important 
to respect God’s authority. He needed to stop feeling sad and do what God 
needed him to do. Samuel obeyed God.

He also learned that God’s ways are best! Samuel had his own ideas on who 
would make a good king, but God alone knew who would be best.

Finally, Samuel learned that he should respect others without judging them by 
their outward appearance.

But then something interesting happened. 

1 Samuel 16:14-16 
Guide the kids to find verses 14-16 on page 304. Read these verses aloud.

Talk About It 
King Saul was kind of a mess. He hadn’t obeyed God, and God left him. Not 
only that, but God sent a distressing spirit that greatly troubled King Saul. So, 
one of his servants made a suggestion that might help him out. What was his 
suggestion?

Call on a volunteer to answer. (Bring in David to play his harp for King Saul).

LESSON 15
“RESPECT”

(page 3)
10-15
MINUTES
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Teaching Tip

Make it a point to always 
have your Bible visible 
while you tell the story. 
This offers kids a visual 
understanding that what 
you are teaching comes 
from God’s Word. You can 
use sticky notes or have 
your lesson page inside 
your Bible to help you 
teach the story. Encourage 
clubbers to look up the 
story in their KBC Study 
Bible and read it again at 
home during the week. 



Use the Bible 
The Bible tells us in verses 17-23 that Saul called for David to come to him. 
David stood before the King, and David found favor with King Saul. He was 
made the King’s armor bearer. Whenever King Saul was troubled, David would 
take a harp and play it, and King Saul would be refreshed and well. That’s 
where we’ll stop for today, but there’s much more to the story of Saul and David 
that you can read about on your own.

Gospel Connection 
Do you remember what Samuel learned about how God sees us? He sees our 
heart. He knows what we are thinking and what we are feeling. And He knows 
that sometimes what we are thinking and feeling and doing aren’t good. Just as 
Samuel learned to respect God and follow His ways, we need to do that, too.

Because of our sin nature, we choose to do things our way instead of God’s 
way. The Bible teaches us that sin has big consequences. The punishment we 
deserve for our sin is death, but Jesus took our punishment for us. Because 
of that, we can be forgiven and are made right with God. To have that right 
relationship with God that He wants to have with us, we must ADMIT we are 
sinners and ASK Jesus to forgive us. If we BELIEVE that Jesus came to save 
us by dying on the cross and CHOOSE to follow Jesus by saying out loud that 
Jesus is our Savior and Lord, we become part of God’s family, and He promises 
to never, ever leave us.

Guide children that are interested in learning more about making Jesus their 
forever friend to move to the designated area for decision counseling at the end 
of the lesson. 

Application/Transition 
It’s important for us to learn that we are to respect others. Respecting others 
includes showing kindness to them and making a choice to not judge them 
based on what we see or what we think we know about them. We can 
show kindness and respect by getting to know the people around us and 
remembering that God loves them, so we must also show love. We can show 
respect to God by showing respect to others.

LESSON 15
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Gospel Tip

The best way to determine the authenticity of a child’s decision is by observing 
changes over time. Is there an increased desire for the things of God? Do 
you see ongoing conviction and repentance of sin? Is there evidence of the 
development of the fruit of the Spirit? These things can only be seen in the 
weeks and months following a decision. Patiently cultivate gospel seeds in 
kids. Pray for those seeds to fall on the good soil, grow deep roots of faith and 
bear fruit of the Spirit.
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Teaching Tip

If you have a student 
who tends to disrupt the 
group or requires extra 
attention, consider giving 
him or her a responsibility 
during club. He can 
gather tickets when the 
time comes, or gather 
the supplies after a game 
or hold a visual during 
the Bible connection 
time. You can find other 
quick tips for managing 
behavior in KiDs Beach 
Club® Leadership Manual 
Volume 2: Beach Club 
Essentials on page 30-33.



SURF TEAM TIME 
Connecting with kids in small groups; 
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word

 Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens

Gospel Connection 
Before you begin, ask if there are any clubbers who would like to talk with the 
Bible Connection Leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever 
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

Today’s Lesson

• What questions do you have about today’s story?

• How did Samuel show respect to God? (He honored God by anointing David 
to be king even though he was just a young shepherd boy.)

• What did God teach Samuel about respecting others? (He should show 
respect to others by not judging them by their outward appearance.)

• Like Samuel, have you ever judged someone based on their outward 
appearance?

• How can you respect others without judging them by their outward 
appearance?

Pray 
Invite the clubbers to write a prayer request on an index card. Keep the cards 
with you this week and remember to pray for them. Consider prompting the 
clubber to think of someone they need to show respect toward and to ask God 
to help them do so. 

God, may we learn what Samuel learned. Help us show respect to You by 
obeying You. And help us show respect to others by not judging them by what 
we see. Amen.

Use the Bible 
Give each child a memory link card. Review today’s memory link and character 
word. Guide kids to use cards to mark today’s story in their KBC Study Bibles. 
Lead them to highlight today’s memory link.

Hang 10 Pages 
Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge kids to hang out with God 10 
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a 
guide. Encourage kids to bring back their Hang 10 pages next week.

Look at Day 4. Let’s read 1 Peter 2:17 on page 1348. Who does Peter say we 
are to love? Who does he say that we are to honor or respect? Can you think 
of 3 people you can love, honor and respect this week? Let’s all say the prayer 
together, “God, Your word tells us that You love us. Help us to love others and 
to understand that loving others will lead to honoring and respecting them. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

LESSON 15
“RESPECT”
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Teaching Tip

Kids love mail. This 
week, send cards to the 
kids in your surf team 
letting them know you’re 
thinking of them. Include 
an encouraging verse of 
scripture for kids to read 
in their Bibles. Remember 
to include the page 
number to help kids find 
the verse in their KBC 
Study Bible. Sending 
cards at special times 
reminds kids how much 
you care about them.



MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME

Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and  
Character Word

Option 1 - SQUARE TOSS

 Painters’ tape, bean bag

Prepare 
Make a square approximately 2 feet by 2 feet on the floor. Divide the square into 
four quadrants using tape to form a cross in the center of the square.

Guide the kids to sit in a circle around the square. Assign a point value for each 
quadrant of the square. Each child will take a turn tossing the bean bag onto 
the square. Then they will answer a review question. If they answer the question 
correctly, they will earn the number of points that was assigned to that square. The 
child with the most points is the winner.

Option 2 - GIVE IT AWAY

 Balloons, jump ropes

Divide your surf team into two smaller teams, or play one surf team against another. 
Place the jump rope on the floor between groups or you may choose to have 2 
people hold the rope up at shoulder height. Teams will volley the balloon back and 
forth across the rope until one team allows the balloon to hit the ground or hits the 
balloon out of bounds. The other team then gets a chance to answer a question. 
Award 10 points for every correct answer. If the team can’t answer the question 
correctly let the other team try to answer. Teams who didn’t score get to start the 
next volley. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is today’s character word? (Respect)

2. How can you show respect to God? (Answers will vary)

3. Why was Samuel sad? (King Saul had been disobedient to God, and God 
left him.)

4. What job did God give to Samuel? (To go to Bethlehem to find the one who 
would be king.)

5. Whose house did Samuel go to in Bethlehem? (Jesse’s house)

6. What was Samuel looking for in a king? (Physical appearance, stature)

7. How do we see people and how does God see people? (We see the 
outward appearance, God sees the heart.)

8.  Who did God chose to be king? (David)

9. Why was Samuel surprised by this choice? (David was the youngest son, he 
was a shepherd boy)

10. Was this lesson from the Old Testament or the New Testament? (Old)

5-10
MINUTES
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Teaching Tip

No matter what role 
you play in Kids Beach 
Club - pray! Ask the Holy 
Spirit to empower you to 
understand the lesson in a 
new way and to be able to 
communicate it in a way 
the kids will understand. 
Pray that God will work 
in the lives of the kids in 
each surf team. Let your 
clubbers know you pray 
for them and ask them 
to share prayer requests. 
Discuss the prayer 
requests the following 
week. 



“For the Lord does  
not see as man  

sees; for man looks 
at the outward 

appearance, but the 
Lord looks at the 

heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7b
KBC Study Bible page 303


