
BIBLE CONNECTION

Acts 27:1-44; 28:1-10  
(pages 1225-1227)

MEMORY LINK

Romans 1:16a

“For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation for everyone 

who believes.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 1230)

SUPPLIES NEEDED 
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED 
None

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY 
Option 1: Slips of paper, marker 

Option 2: None

BIBLE CONNECTION 
None

SURF TEAM LEADER 
Memory Link cards, index 

cards, pens, Hang 10 pages

MAKE-IT-STICK 
REVIEW GAME 

Option 1: Beach ball 
Option 2: Painters’ tape, bean 

bags, 5 sheets of red  
& blue paper

CHARACTER WORD

Determination – To continue on, 
regardless of the circumstances

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

I can be determined to follow 
Jesus no matter what  

comes my way.

Paul Survives
LESSON 18

“DETERMINATION”
(page 1)

Worship Tip

You can’t give what you don’t have. If you want kids to become worshippers 
of God, then you must be a great participator in worship. Being a worship 
leader isn’t about putting on a show in front of others. Throughout your 
week, set aside time to praise God when no one else is watching. What you 
receive from God when worshipping alone will reflect outwardly when you 
lead your Beach Club kids in worship. 

10-15
MINUTES

WHAT’S THE POINT?

Obstacles can discourage and distort our vision. Sometimes the problems loom 
so large that it’s difficult to see God at work. We fail to recognize that God can use 
obstacles to accomplish His purpose and refine us into the people He desires for 
us to be. Think about an obstacle you have faced in your life. How determined were 
you to continue to trust God and follow His plan?

In today’s Bible connection, Paul was determined to follow Jesus and speak 
up for Him regardless of the obstacles he faced. Paul was a prisoner under the 
authority of a Roman guard as they set sail toward Rome. As they traveled by boat, 
unexpected events changed their course. Yet, Paul was undeterred. No matter the 
circumstance, Paul was determined to speak up for Jesus. 

When the unexpected comes your way, do you continue to speak truth and place 
your trust in God, or do you tend to worry, fret, or try to take control of what should 
be placed in God’s hands? Choose now how you will respond when obstacles 
come your way. You can be determined to trust God and speak up for Jesus, no 
matter what comes your way. 
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GET CONNECTED

10-15 Minutes – Building relationships in Surf Teams; introducing today’s lesson

	 No supplies needed

Use the following conversation prompts to get to know the kids in your surf team 
and to introduce today’s lesson.

•  Today’s character word is determination. What do you think it means?

•	 Tell about a time that you wanted to give up, but you decided to continue on.

•	 How can trusting God help you have determination?

•	 Today, we will talk about being determined to follow Jesus no matter what 
comes our way. Can you share an example of what that looks like? 

Guide clubbers to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link 
in their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.



MEMORY LINK

Teaching a Bible verse to clubbers; helping them to memorize the verse

	 No supplies needed

Focus on the Bible 
Guide the kids to find the table of contents in their Bibles (KBC Study Bible 
page vii). Guide them to recite in unison the New Testament books in order from 
Romans through Philemon. Each of the book titles you just read aloud are letters 
written by Paul to churches or individuals. Today’s memory link is written in one 
of the letters Paul wrote to the church in Rome. Which book do you think that is? 
(Romans)

Focus on Today’s Memory Link 
Guide the kids to open their Bibles to Romans 1:16a (page 1230) and read the 
verse aloud. Define the words “ashamed” (embarrassed by guilt), “gospel” (good 
news about Jesus) and “salvation” (being saved from the penalty of sin). Use 
“Digging In: Paul and the Gospel” on page 1230 to help kids understand how 
Paul was not ashamed to share the gospel because of what God had done in 
his life. Paul was determined to stand up for Jesus not matter what came his 
way. In today’s Bible connection, you will hear about some incredible events that 
could have deterred Paul from following Jesus, but he was determined to share 
the gospel regardless of the obstacles that got in his way. 

Option 1 – ACTIVE VERSE

	 Slips of paper, marker

Prepare 
Write each action listed below on a slip of paper. You can add more actions if 
you desire. 

Guide the kids to take turns selecting one slip of paper. They must say the 
verse in the way that is explained on the paper. Each clubber takes a turn while 
looking at the verse and a second turn while reciting the verse from memory.

•  In fast forward while jogging in place

•	 In a whisper while tiptoeing

•	 Shouting while marching

•	 In slow motion while jogging in place

•	 In a normal voice while walking backward 

Option 2 - THREE-HEADED MONSTER

	 No supplies needed

Guide kids to form groups of three and lock arms together. Explain that each 
group is a three-headed monster who can only say one word at a time from 
each head. Challenge each group of three to recite the verse with each person 
saying one word of the verse. Use a timer and see which ‘monster’ can say the 
verse the fastest and with the least errors. 

10-15
MINUTES

LESSON 18
“DETERMINATION”

(page 2)

Romans 1:16a

“For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation for everyone 

who believes.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 1230)
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Teaching Tip

Visuals help kids see and 
learn memory links. No 
matter how you visually 
show the memory link 
in large group, always 
remember to provide 
each surf team leader 
with a printed copy of the 
memory link poster for 
them to use in surf teams. 



BIBLE CONNECTION

Teaching today’s character word through a gospel-centered Bible story

	 No supplies needed

Introduce the Story 
Paul was a man whose life was completely transformed by Jesus. He boldly 
told everyone the good news of what Jesus had done. Paul was not ashamed of 
the gospel. He was determined to speak up for Jesus at every opportunity. Paul 
was beaten, left for dead, and imprisoned for his determination to share the truth 
about Jesus. God protected Paul and gave him opportunities to tell government 
leaders about the gospel of Jesus. Paul expected to be killed for his boldness, 
but instead he was put on a ship and taken to Rome as a prisoner. Let’s see 
what happened as Paul traveled to Rome.

Acts 27:1-12 
Guide the kids to open their Bibles to Acts 27 (page 1225) and read the heading 
at the beginning of the chapter (The Voyage to Rome Begins). Look up at the 
children and tell the story in your own words. 

Paul and some other prisoners were taken to a ship and put in the charge of a 
centurion named Julius. It was a long, slow journey for there was little wind and 
much time was lost. It would soon be winter, when the sea would be too stormy 
for travel.

Paul warned the captain of coming danger, but the captain decided to take a 
chance and sail to the island of Crete and spend the winter anchored there. 
They would continue to Rome when the bad weather was over.

Acts 27:13-42 
They set sail and, almost immediately, a great wind began to blow. Guide the 
kids to rock back and forth as if riding a ship in a storm. The ship was tossed 
by high waves. The storm raged for many days. One night an angel of the Lord 
came to Paul saying: “Do not be afraid. You will appear before Caesar, and all 
with you will be saved.”

On the fourteenth night, the captain thought they were nearing land. Paul took 
some bread and gave thanks to God; then they all ate. Paul reassured the 226 
people who were on the ship that God had promised no one would lose their 
lives in the storm.

Talk About It 
What do you think gave Paul the confidence to speak up for God in the middle 
of the storm? While the Bible doesn’t specifically say it, we know that Paul took 
every opportunity to share the gospel with boldness. Don’t you imagine that Paul 
was determined to speak up for Jesus in this scary situation too?

Acts 27:39-28:10 
In the morning, they saw land and attempted to take the ship into port, but the 
ship ran aground and was wrecked. Everyone had to scramble to the shore, 
some swimming and others holding onto broken pieces of board.

They had landed on an island called Malta. The people who lived there were 
kind and welcomed them, building a fire for them because of the rain and cold. 

Paul gathered a bundle of sticks but didn’t know a snake was hidden in the 
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10-15
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Teaching Tip

Bring your Bible! The 
children need to realize 
the importance of bringing 
their Bibles to Beach 
Club. That importance is 
shown by the amount of 
time you use them! If you 
do not ever require kids 
to use their Bibles in club, 
or if you fail to use a Bible 
yourself, the kids won’t 
either. Involve the Bible 
in every part of Beach 
Club and share with kids 
who may have forgotten a 
Bible. 



bundle. When he placed the sticks on the fire, the snake jumped out and 
fastened onto Paul’s hand. But Paul shook off the snake into the fire. The natives 
thought Paul would die from the snake bite. When Paul didn’t die, the people 
knew there was something special about him.

A leader of the people who lived on Malta, was a man named Publius, whose 
father was sick with a fever. Paul visited him and prayed. He placed his hands 
on the sick man and he was healed. After this, all the people who were sick 
came to Paul and were cured. They gave Paul and his followers gifts and 
supplies when the time came for them to leave.

Paul and the others spent three months in Malta when they finally boarded a 
ship and set sail for Rome.

Talk About It 
Again, the Bible doesn’t specifically say that Paul shared about Jesus with the 
people of Malta, but what do we know about Paul? He was determined to tell 
everyone the good news about Jesus. Don’t you think that he told those people 
where his power to heal came from? It came from Jesus!

Gospel Connection 
Knowing that Paul was not ashamed of the gospel and that he was determined 
to speak up for Jesus everywhere he went, what do you imagine he said to the 
people on the ship and to the people who lived on the island of Malta? Let’s look 
in our KBC Study Bibles to find what message Paul was determined to share. 

Guide the kids to find the tip-in page “How To Know God” between pages 626-
627 in their KBC Study Bibles. Use these pages to review with kids God’s plan 
of salvation. This is the message, or the gospel, that Paul was determined to 
share with everyone. Paul’s message was not only for people in Bible times. It 
is the same message of salvation for everyone today, including each of you. The 
first steps in being determined to follow Jesus are to ADMIT you are a sinner, 
BELIEVE that Jesus paid for your sins and CHOOSE to follow Jesus as your 
Savior and Lord.

Invite children wanting to know more about becoming a Christian to move to the 
designated area to meet with a leader one-on-one.

Application/Transition 
Choosing to follow Jesus is a beginning point. Following Jesus isn’t easy 
and sometimes obstacles will get in the way and discourage you. But you 
can be determined to follow Jesus no matter what comes your way. Paul 
was determined to tell others the good news about Jesus. Who will you be 
determined to tell about Jesus? 

LESSON 18
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Gospel Tip

When you have a long, detailed Bible story, like today’s story from Acts, do 
your best to streamline the storytelling so you still have plenty of time to share 
and discuss the gospel. Avoid tacking on the plan of salvation as a rushed 
afterthought. Always connect the gospel to the story or the character word, 
creating a natural flow from one to the other. Manage your time in Bible 
Connection so both the Bible story and the gospel presentation are given 
adequate attention.
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SURF TEAM TIME 
Connecting with kids in small groups; 
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word

	 Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens

Gospel Connection 
Before you begin, ask if there are any clubbers who would like to talk with the 
Bible Connection Leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever 
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

Today’s Lesson

•	What questions do you have about today’s story?

•	What obstacles did Paul face? What obstacles do kids your age sometimes 
face?

•	Did Paul expect to be shipwrecked? How did he use something unexpected to 
follow Jesus?

•	How can you, like Paul, be determined to follow Jesus no matter what comes 
your way?

•	What does it mean to follow Jesus?

•	How can trusting God help you have determination to follow Him? 

Pray 
Encourage kids to write prayer requests on index cards. Lead the kids in prayer. 
Take the cards home and pray for the kids this week. Be determined to spend 
time praying for them, no matter what obstacles might get in the way this week.

Thank You, God, that You are always with us to help us follow You with 
determination. We will not be afraid of the obstacles that will come because we 
know You are with us to help us. Help us to be determined to follow Jesus no 
matter what comes our way. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Use the Bible 
Give each child a memory link card. Review today’s memory link and character 
word. Guide kids to use cards to mark today’s story in their KBC Study Bibles. 
Lead them to highlight today’s memory link.

Hang 10 Pages 
Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge kids to hang out with God 10 
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a 
guide. Encourage kids to bring back their Hang 10 pages next week.

Draw the kids’ attention to Day 1 on their Hang 10 pages. Every reading this 
week will help reinforce the gospel message. Like Paul, they can be determined 
to know and share the gospel with others. Every Hang 10 this week also 
highlights a “Digging In” to help explain what each verse means. 

LESSON 18
“DETERMINATION”
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5-10
MINUTES
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Teaching Tip

One of the best ways to 
get to know your kids is 
to ask them for prayer 
requests. You will get 
more insight into what 
is going on in their lives 
since your time in club 
often does not leave 
much room for personal 
discussion. Keep the 
prayer request cards in 
your Bible for easy access 
during your personal 
prayer time or share them 
with lifeguards from your 
church. 



MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME

Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and  
Character Word

Option 1 - UP FOR GRABS

	 Beach ball

Guide all the kids to sit in a large circle. Number off the kids 1-8. Tell the kids to 
remember their numbers. Place the beach ball in the center of the circle. The 
review game leader will call out a number between 1 and 8. Every child in the circle 
with that number will race to the center of the circle to get the beach ball. The 
clubber who gets the ball first gets to answer a review question. Continue until all 
questions are answered.

Option 2 - TIC TAC TOSS

	 Painters’ tape, bean bags, five sheets each of red and blue paper

Prepare 
Use painters’ tape to create a tic-tac-toe grid on the floor.

Form two teams. Give teams either red or blue squares. Allow teams to take 
turns tossing the beanbag into a square and answering a question. If they answer 
correctly, that team “wins” the square and can place one of their colored papers in 
that square. The first team earning three squares in a row wins.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.	 What is today’s character word? (Determination)

2.	 What does determination mean? (To continue on, regardless of the 
circumstances)

3.	 Why was Paul on the ship? (He was a prisoner being taken to Rome.)

4.	 What obstacles did Paul face on the ship? (prisoner, storm at sea, 
shipwreck)

5.	 How did God encourage Paul and how did Paul show determination? (God 
sent an angel to tell him they would all be saved from the storm. He told the 
others what the angel said.)

6.	 What obstacles did Paul face on the island? (winter, snakebite)

7.	 How did Paul show determination to follow Jesus even when the unexpected 
happened? (Answers will vary.)

8. 	 What is the message of the gospel that Paul shared? (Admit, Believe, 
Choose to Follow)

9.	 Name a way you can be determined to follow Jesus. (Answers will vary.) 

10. What can you do when you face obstacles in following Jesus? (Be 
determined!)

5-10
MINUTES
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Teaching Tip

Sometimes it is fun to 
involve your surf team 
leaders in the game. 
Consider calling on them 
in your game today to 
allow the kids to cheer 
for their leaders or invite 
leaders to demonstrate 
how a game is played. 
Kids like to see their 
leaders be silly and have 
fun. Kids will love it... and 
leaders may not admit it, 
but they will love it too! 



“For I am not 
ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ,  
for it is the power  

of God to salvation 
for everyone who 

believes.” 

Romans 1:16a
KBC Study Bible page 1230


