
BIBLE CONNECTION

Daniel 3:1-30 (pages 933-935)

MEMORY LINK

Isaiah 41:10a

“Fear not, for I am with you... 
I am your God. I will strengthen  

you, Yes, I will help you...”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 768)

SUPPLIES NEEDED 
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED 
None

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY 
Option 1: Memory link page 

Option 2: Index cards

BIBLE CONNECTION 
Firefighter photo (resources)

SURF TEAM LEADER 
Memory Link cards, index 

cards, pens, Hang 10 pages

MAKE-IT-STICK 
REVIEW GAME 

Option 1: Painters’ tape 
Option 2: Plastic cups,  

ping-pong balls

CHARACTER WORD

Courage – Standing up for what I 
believe in; bravery

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

I can have the courage to  
stand up for Jesus.

Friends in a Fiery Furnace
LESSON 21

“COURAGE”
(page 1)

Worship Tip

Today’s character word is courage. If you are the worship leader, don’t be timid 
about leading. Courageously stand in front of the kids and boldly proclaim 
the name of Jesus in worship. If you are a surf team leader, be courageous 
enough to sing loudly, even if you feel you’re only capable of making a joyful 
noise. Your participation will give timid kids the courage to worship Jesus in 
Beach Club and to stand up for Him in other areas of their lives. 

10-15
MINUTES

WHAT’S THE POINT?

Sometimes children are faced with difficult situations where they are challenged 
to make a right choice. It may not be the popular choice, but nonetheless, it is 
the right choice. Standing up for what is right takes courage. Kids need to be 
empowered with courage from God to go against what’s popular and do the right 
thing.

In today’s Bible story, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego had the courage to 
stand up for God in the face of certain death. The kids in your Beach Club are 
probably not risking death to stand up for Jesus, but they may risk ridicule, lost 
friendships or isolation. Let them know that no matter what happens, they can have 
the courage to do the right thing and stand up for the truth about Jesus.

What about you? Do you have the courage to stand up for Jesus in the face of 
ridicule or persecution? Think about your own experience in trusting God to give 
you courage to live for Him. Share stories with the kids in your club that show God 
giving you courage to do the right thing and stand up for Jesus. 
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GET CONNECTED

10-15 Minutes – Building relationships in Surf Teams; introducing today’s lesson

 No supplies needed

Use the following conversation prompts to get to know the kids in your surf team 
and to introduce today’s lesson.

•  Who has enough courage to recite a memory link from a previous week?

• Today’s character word is courage. What does courage mean?

• Can you share a story of someone you know who did something that took a 
lot of courage?

• In today’s story, three men had the courage to stand up for God even if it 
meant they would die. Where do you think that kind of courage came from? 
Do you think you could have that kind of courage?  

Guide clubbers to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link 
in their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.



MEMORY LINK

Teaching a Bible verse to clubbers; helping them to memorize the verse

 No supplies needed

Focus on the Bible 
Ask kids to hold up their KBC Bibles high in the air. Count the number of 
children who are holding Bibles and compliment them for remembering to bring 
their Bibles. Ask for volunteers to raise a hand to complete the sentence “The 
Bible is _______.” (True, God’s word, perfect, useful, good news, a treasure, 
etc.) Express how pleased you are with what the kids have learned about the 
Bible in Beach Club this year. Challenge the kids to continue reading their Bibles 
every day even though Beach Club will not meet again until the fall.

Focus on Today’s Memory Link 
Guide kids to find Isaiah 41:10a in their KBC Study Bibles (page 768). Ask a 
volunteer to read the verse aloud. Remind kids that today’s character word is 
courage. Courage means to be brave and stand up for what you believe in. 
Sometimes it can feel scary to stand up for the truth. According to Isaiah 41:10a, 
there are four reasons to have courage. 1) God is with you. 2) He is your God. 3) 
God will strengthen you. 4) God will help you. In today’s Bible connection, you 
will hear about three friends who had courage because of the four reasons in the 
verse.

Option 1 – PASS THE PAGE

 Memory link page

Give the child next to you a copy of the memory link page. Ask the clubber to 
read the first word of the verse, then pass the page to the next child who reads 
the second word. Continue until every word of the verse has been read aloud. 
For the second round, turn the page over so kids can’t read the words. This time 
the clubbers will try to say the word from memory then pass the page to the 
next child who does the same. If a clubber can’t remember the next word, one 
of the other clubbers next to him can help by reminding him what word comes 
next. 

Option 2 - PICK UP THEN LAY DOWN

 Index cards

Prepare 
Write a word of the verse on each index card.

Shuffle the cards and lay them down, word side up. Ask the child on your right 
to find the first word of the verse, pick it up and say the word aloud. The second 
child will find the second word of the verse, pick it up and say the word aloud. 
Continue until the whole verse has been read. For the next round, ask the kids 
to trade the card they picked up with another clubber in their circle. Ask the 
clubber who is holding the card with the first word of the verse to read it out 
loud while laying the card down. Continue until the whole verse has been read 
aloud several times. 

10-15
MINUTES
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Isaiah 41:10a

“Fear not, for I am with you...  
I am your God. I will strengthen  

you, Yes, I will help you.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 768)
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Teaching Tip

Take some time to 
encourage your clubbers 
to continue reading their 
Bibles at home. Share 
ideas such as keeping 
their Bibles on a table 
near their bed or reading 
at the same time every 
day. Suggest kids follow 
the KBC Summer Bible 
Reading Plan, available at 
www.kidsbeachclub.org. 
Allow your surf team to 
brainstorm creative ideas 
for ways to memorize 
more Bible verses, such 
as posting them on their 
bathroom mirror. 



BIBLE CONNECTION

Teaching today’s character word through a gospel-centered Bible story

 Firefighter photo (resources)

Introduce the Story 
Show the photo of the firefighter and discuss the following questions. How 
much courage do you think this person has? What things help this person feel 
courageous? Do you think this person ever feels afraid? If so, when? 

What brave things do firefighters do? (They run into fires when others run away.) 
That takes courage, right? Today’s Bible story is about three friends who had the 
courage to trust God when faced with a fire.

Use the Bible 
Direct the kids to open their KBC Study Bibles to Daniel 3 (page 933). Guide 
them to find the names of the people in today’s story. 

Daniel 3:1-7 
Look at Daniel 3:1 and find the name Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. 
The King had an enormous golden image made and issued a decree that when 
the music played, everyone in the land must bow down and worship the golden 
image. Anyone who didn’t bow down would be thrown into a fiery furnace. 

Talk About It 
What do you think you would have done if you had lived in Babylon? Would you 
have the courage to disobey the King’s order and risk certain death in a fiery 
furnace?

Daniel 3:12-18 
Look at Daniel 3:12 and find the names Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego. 
They were three young men from Israel, brought to Babylon as captives. They 
were friends who worshipped only the One True God and refused to bow down 
to the golden image.

The King was furious when he heard that these three friends would not bow 
down to the golden image. He commanded Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
Nego be brought before him. The King asked them, “Is it true that you refuse to 
bow to the golden image? Don’t you understand that if you won’t bow down you 
will be thrown into a fiery furnace? No god is able to save you from that!” They 
said, “We will not bow down. Our God is able to save us from a fiery furnace. 
But even if He doesn’t save us, we will never bow down to the golden image you 
have made.”

Talk About It 
These friends showed courage. They spoke up for the One, True God in front of 
an angry king. They were not afraid to stand up for God even if it meant certain 
death. They knew God had the ability to save them from the fiery furnace, but 
they didn’t know for sure whether He would save them. They were courageous 
enough to trust God no matter what happened. 

Daniel 3:19-25 
King Nebuchadnezzar was so angry that he ordered the furnace turned up 
seven times hotter than normal. He commanded Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
Nego be tied up and cast into the fire. The fire was so hot that the men carrying 
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Teaching Tip

When reading scripture 
to children, remember to 
speak slowly and clearly 
so struggling readers can 
easily follow along. Use 
lots of vocal and facial 
expressions. Look up and 
make eye contact as often 
as you can. Feel free to 
pause when needed to 
define unfamiliar words or 
explain complex concepts.



out the King’s order were killed from the heat of the furnace. The three friends 
fell down into the fire. The King was watching from a distance. He looked in the 
fire and asked, “Didn’t we throw three men into the fire? Look, I see four men 
walking around in the fire unharmed. And the fourth man looks like the Son of 
God!”

Talk About It 
Who do you think was the fourth person in the fire? The Son of God is Jesus! 
Jesus himself was in the fire with Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego. I 
imagine knowing Jesus was with them gave the three friends even more 
courage. What do you think they talked about while they were in the fire? 

Daniel 3:26-30 
King Nebuchadnezzar ordered Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego to come 
out of the fire. The fire had no power against them. Their hair wasn’t burned 
and their clothes didn’t even smell like smoke. Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed 
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego who sent His Angel to 
deliver them because they trusted in Him! Let no one speak against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego because there is no other God who can 
save like He can.” 

Gospel Connection 
The God who saved Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego from the fiery furnace 
is the same God who has the power to save you from your sins. God loves you 
and offers salvation as a free gift to you today. Do you have the courage to place 
your faith in Jesus as your Savior and Lord? It takes courage and humility to 
ADMIT your sin and ASK for forgiveness. You can have the courage to BELIEVE 
what the Bible says about Jesus dying on the cross for your sin. And you can 
have the courage to CHOOSE to follow Jesus by trusting Him for abundant life 
today and eternal life forever. 

Encourage children wanting to know more about becoming a Christian to have 
the courage to move to the designated area to meet with a leader one-on-one.

Application/Transition 
Point out “Digging In” on page 934 in the KBC Study Bible. Explain that today’s 
story is printed there in a shorter version. Challenge the kids to read it at home 
this week, thinking about the courage of the three friends to stand up for God no 
matter what. You may go through hard places in life, but if you have the courage 
to trust Him, Jesus will be with you just like He was with Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed-Nego.
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Gospel Tip

While today may be your last club meeting, this is not the last time for the Holy 
Spirit to move in the hearts of the kids in your club. Be sure you accurately 
restate the gospel in club today, leaving the kids with a clear understanding of 
how a person becomes a Christian. Remind kids that God’s plan of salvation 
is available in their KBC Study Bibles. Set a reminder on your calendar to pray 
regularly for the salvation of the kids you’ve had in club this year. 

Teaching Tip

As part of your last 
club meeting, consider 
planning a special send 
off for those kids who 
are promoting out of the 
school where your Beach 
Club meets. Individually 
recognize those oldest 
kids, especially those 
who have attended club 
the maximum number 
of years possible in your 
situation. A certificate of 
‘graduation,’ special gift 
from the partnering church 
or a time of prayer with 
everyone gathered around 
them are great option.  



SURF TEAM TIME 
Connecting with kids in small groups; 
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word

 Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens

Gospel Connection 
Before you begin, ask if there are any clubbers who would like to talk with the 
Bible Connection Leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever 
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

Today’s Lesson

• What questions do you have about today’s story?

• Why were Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego sentenced to the fiery 
furnace?

• What gave the three friends courage in the face of certain death?

• Why does it sometimes take courage to do the right thing?

• Where can you find courage when you need it?

• Do you have the courage to commit your life to Jesus?

Help kids find “Making Jesus Cool at School,” the last tip-in page of their KBC 
Study Bibles. Talk about which ideas would be easy and which might take 
courage. Remind kids that it is legal for students to bring their Bibles to school 
and read them during free reading times.

Pray 
Give kids an opportunity to write prayer requests on index cards. Even if a child 
does not have a specific request, invite him or her to write his or her name on an 
index card for you to keep as a reminder to pray for him or her by name.

Father, help us have the courage to stand up for Jesus no matter what. We know 
Your word is the truth and we believe what Your word says. We believe that 
Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Use the Bible 
Give each child a memory link card. Review today’s memory link and character 
word. Guide kids to use cards to mark today’s story in their KBC Study Bibles. 
Lead them to highlight today’s memory link.

Hang 10 Pages 
Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge kids to hang out with God 10 
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a 
guide. Encourage kids to bring back their Hang 10 pages next week.

Point out the Day 5 Hang 10. Talk about what it means to be “for” something or 
“against” something. Help the kids understand that because God is “for” them 
they don’t have to worry about people who might be “against” them. They can 
have courage knowing God is for them.

LESSON 21
“COURAGE”
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Teaching Tip

Send a personal, 
handwritten note to 
each child in your surf 
team. Put a reminder 
on your calendar to 
help you remember to 
pray for the kids in your 
surf team through the 
summer months. Then, 
consider sending another 
handwritten note at the 
beginning of school in the 
fall inviting them back to 
Beach Club. 



MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME

Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and  
Character Word

Option 1 - PLAY BALL!

 Painters’ tape

Prepare 
Use the tape to create a baseball diamond on the floor for each surf team.

Ask each surf team to line up at home plate on their baseball diamond. Surf 
team leaders will ask each child in line a review question. If the clubber answers 
correctly, they advance to first base. If the answer is incorrect, the clubber is “out” 
and must go to the back of the line. Ask each of the review questions. Runners 
will continue to advance one base for each correct answer. The surf team with the 
most “runs” at the end of the game wins. Feel free to treat the last review question 
as a “home run.”

Option 2 - PING-PONG BOUNCE

 Plastic cups, ping-pong balls

Guide the kids to sit in a circle. Place a sturdy plastic cup in the middle of the circle. 
Give a ping-pong ball to the first player. Direct them to gently bounce the ping-pong 
ball on the floor so it lands in the cup. If the player gets the ball into the cup, then 
ask them a review question. If they do not get the ball into the cup, another child 
may have a turn. Play until every child has a turn and all the questions have been 
answered

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is today’s character word and what does it mean? (Courage - standing 
up for what I believe in; bravery)

2. What did the King Nebuchadnezzar decree? (That everyone would bow 
down to the gold image.)

3. Why didn’t Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego bow down? (They 
worshipped only God.)

4. How did the King feel when he learned the three friends would not bow 
down? (He was angry.)

5. What did Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego say about God? (He was 
able to save them, but even if He didn’t they would not bow down.)

6. How many people did King Nebuchadnezzar see in the fire? (Four)

7. Who was in the fire with the three friends? (Jesus)

8.  Who promises to be with you and give you courage? (Jesus)

9. How do you know you can trust God and have courage? (Answers will vary.)

10. How can you make Jesus your forever friend? (Admit, believe, choose to 
follow)

5-10
MINUTES
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Teaching Tip

Hand out brochures that 
list the summer activities 
at your church for kids 
and families. Give the 
dates to VBS, camp and 
other events. If you have 
scholarships available 
for summer events, tell 
the kids how they can 
apply for that scholarship. 
Also, make sure to 
communicate that they 
are welcome to join you 
for Bible study on Sunday 
mornings if they are not 
already attending church 
somewhere else. 



“Fear not, for I  
am with you...  
I am your God.  

I will strengthen 
you, Yes, I will 

help you...” 

Isaiah 41:10a
KBC Study Bible page 768


