
BIBLE CONNECTION

1 Chronicles 16:1-36 
(pages 433-434)

MEMORY LINK

1 Chronicles 16:34

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord,  
For He is good! For His mercy 

endures forever.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 434)

SUPPLIES NEEDED 
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED 
Resource item; Memory Link 
cards, Hang 10 pages, index 

cards, pens, highlighters

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY 
Option 1: None 

Option 2: Balloons

BIBLE CONNECTION 
Signs

SURF TEAM LEADER 
Memory Link cards, Hang 

10 pages index cards, pens, 
Thankful notes 

MAKE-IT-STICK 
REVIEW GAME 

Option 1: Crepe paper,  
plastic cones 

Option 2: Signs

CHARACTER WORD

Thankfulness – Being grateful  
and saying so

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

I can give thanks to God,  
for He is good.

David Leads People to Thank God
THANKSGIVING

“THANKFULNESS”
(page 1)

10-15
MINUTES

WHAT’S THE POINT?

Thanksgiving is a time of year that can unfortunately get quickly passed over by 
children in a rush to Christmas. But a heart of thanks is a critical part of our right 
relationship with God.  David knew how important it was to give thanks, and he led 
his country in giving thanks to God.  
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GET CONNECTED

Building relationships in surf teams; introducing today’s lesson

 Resource item; Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens, highlighters

Pass out Memory Link cards, index cards and pens. 

Prepare 
Take time to print the Thanksgiving Resource item and complete yours prior to 
Beach Club. 

Draw attention to the sign you created with THANKSGIVING written vertically. Ask 
kids to take turns choosing a letter in the word and writing a word (or drawing a 
picture) of something they are thankful for that starts with that letter. This activity 
will be part of the Bible Connection time. 

•  What holiday will be celebrated next week?  (Thanksgiving) 

• How does your family celebrate Thanksgiving?

• Explain today’s Character Word is thankfulness, which means being grateful 
and saying so. 

Guide clubbers to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link in 
their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.

10
MINUTESWORSHIP TIME

Pointing hearts toward God

The songs “Sing and Shout” and “Our Great God” are two songs that encourage 
loud singing. Encourage all worshippers to express joy to the Lord as they sing.  



MEMORY LINK

2 Minutes –  Teaching the Bible verse to clubbers 
8 Minutes –  Activity to help them memorize the verse

 No supplies needed

Focus on Today’s Memory Link 
What holiday will we celebrate in November? (Thanksgiving) That’s right, 
Thanksgiving, which is a time when we stop and think about all the things we 
are thankful for. Listen to our verse for this week. It tells us who to be thankful to 
and why. Read verse aloud or have a student read it for you. So, who are we to 
give thanks to? (God, or the Lord) Why? (He is good) How long will God’s mercy 
last? (His mercy endures forever) Guide the group to say the verse several times 
together.   

Option 1 – SINGING THE VERSE

 Each surf team needs a copy of the verse written as below

Teach the group to sing the song to the tune of Three Blind Mice. A brave group 
can try to sing it in a round. 

Three blind mice Oh give thanks to the LORD 
Three blind mice Oh give thanks to the LORD

See how they run For he is good 
See how they run For he is good

They all ran after the farmer’s wife For His mercy endures forever 
She cut off their tails with a carving knife For His mercy endures forever 
 
Did you ever see such a sight in your life as 1 Chronicles 16:34 
Three blind mice 1 Chronicles 16:34 

Option 2 – BALLOON JUGGLE

 Two inflated balloons per surf team

Prepare 
Each surf team needs a copy of the verse and two inflated balloons. Have extras 
handy.

Variation 
Depending upon the size of the Beach Club, you could play this as one large 
group with one or more balloons going around the circle, or as several surf 
teams together in a group. 

Before starting the activity say the verse several times so that each student 
knows it fairly well. Direct each surf team to form a circle. Kids will gently tap 
a balloon from person to person, trying to keep the balloon from touching the 
ground. On each tap, kids should say one word of the verse. When each surf 
team has completed the verse three times without letting the balloon touch the 
ground, add a second balloon and see if they can complete the task.  

10
MINUTES

THANKSGIVING
“THANKFULNESS”

(page 2)

1 Chronicles 16:34

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord,  
For He is good! For His mercy 

endures forever.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 434)
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Bible 101

Direct kids to the tip-in 
pages between pages 
1010-1011 to learn more 
about Jesus: The Perfect 
Example, Who Jesus Is 
and What Jesus Does. 
Encourage them to take 
time to thank Jesus after 
they read each verse of 
scripture. For example: 
Jesus is God – Thank 
you, Jesus, that You were 
with God in the beginning 
and that You have the 
same power, authority 
and attributes as God, the 
Father.



BIBLE CONNECTION

Teaching today’sCharacter Word through a gospel-centered Bible story

 Signs surf teams made during Get Connected; two student volunteers

Set the Stage 
Before I start telling you about our lesson this afternoon, I want you to watch 
how I am walking and decide how I feel. Walk across the front of the group – 
show sadness in your walk. How do you think I felt? What were the clues? Get 
responses from group. Now watch and try to guess again how I feel? Walk 
across showing great happiness. Ask kids to share how they knew what you 
were feeling by how you walked.  

Charlie Brown is a favorite cartoon, especially at the holidays. How many of you 
have seen Charlie Brown? Can you tell me his dog’s name? (Snoopy.) When 
Snoopy is really happy he does a special dance. Who of you have seen the 
Snoopy dance before? I bet, like Snoopy, some of you have a dance you do 
when you are really happy. Call on the student or students you enlisted prior to 
the session to demonstrate their happy dance.

Our story today is about a time when David was king over Israel. The Bible tells 
us he was so happy and excited he couldn’t stand still – so guess what he did? 
You’re right. He danced! He was leaping and dancing from happiness and a 
heart full of thankfulness to God. 

Tell the Story 
Open your KBC Study Bible to 1 Chronicles 15-16:36 on page 432 and tell the 
following story in your own words.

This account in the Bible started a long time ago, when David became king. 
David decided to live in Jerusalem and he wanted God’s tabernacle to have a 
special place in Jerusalem. So, he set about getting ready for the tabernacle 
to come to Jerusalem. Finally, they were ready to move God’s special Ark of 
the Covenant into the tabernacle. You may be wondering about the Ark of the 
Covenant. It was a box, built from the special instructions God gave. It was 
covered in gold, and it had inside a copy of the Ten Commandments. It was a 
very special symbol to all the people that God loved them and they were His 
people.  

David called the men from the tribe of Levi to carry the Ark of the Covenant. 
People sang songs and played instruments. The Bible tells us it was like a big 
parade, with a group of bugles or horns at the very front, leading the way into 
Jerusalem. Now, David was the king and he was the most important person 
in the whole country. And he was part of this parade. David probably thought 
about all God had done for him and his country. He probably remembered all 
the ways God had taken care of the people over the years. And the more he 
thought the more thankful he was. And soon, he was so thankful and happy he 
couldn’t just walk slowly and dignified like you might think a king would act. He 
was leaping in the air and shouting praises to God.  

Think about how you and your friends might act if your team won a game or 
made a great play. There would probably be some high fives, shouting and 
jumping. That’s how it was for David.

THANKSGIVING
“THANKFULNESS”

(page 3)
10-15
MINUTES
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The people arrived at the new tabernacle and it was time to put the Ark of the 
Covenant in its new home. This was a special time of thanks to God. The leaders 
of Israel sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. David even 
wrote a special song of thanksgiving to be sung. You can read this song in 1 
Chronicles 16. Open your Bible and read a few phrases.

At the end of these offerings, David blessed the people in the name of the Lord; 
then he gave every person who was there – not just the men, but the men and 
the women – a loaf of bread, some wine and a cake of raisins. In those days, this 
was a very special treat. 

The Bible tells us that at the end of this ceremony, David had a special choir 
sing a song of praise to God. Close to the end of this special song to God they 
said the verse we learned today. Let’s say our memory verse together: “Oh, give 
thanks to the Lord, For He is good! For His mercy endures forever.”

Application 
Lead the kids in a special time of praise to God. Show the kids the Thanksgiving 
signs each surf team made during Get Connected. Ask surf teams to briefly 
share a few items on their signs. Note items that are repeated, like family, 
parents, etc. 

Gospel Connection 
Wow, you have a lot of things you are thankful for! But you know what – one 
of the most important things we have to be thankful for is Jesus. We can be 
thankful God loves us and has a plan for us. John 3:16 says “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” Jesus is the only person that lived 
a perfect, sinless life. He died on the cross. God raised Him from the dead 
and He is the only one who can forgive sins. Jesus is the ONLY way to God. To 
know God, just remember ABC. ADMIT, BELIEVE and CHOOSE TO FOLLOW.  
ADMIT you have sin and ask Jesus to forgive your sin and come into your life. 
BELIEVE that Jesus’ death on the cross paid the debt for your sin and then 
CHOOSE to FOLLOW Jesus and make Him Lord of your life. If you would like to 
do that today, please meet me after I pray.

Invite children wanting to know more about becoming a Christian to move to the 
designated counseling area to talk with a leader one on one.

THANKSGIVING
“THANKFULNESS”

(page 4)
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SURF TEAM TIME 
Connecting with kids in small groups; 
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word

 Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens, Thankful notes

Today’s Bible Lesson

• Before you begin, ask if there are any clubbers who would like to talk with the 
Bible connection leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever 
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

• What questions do you have about today’s story? 

 
Suggestion 
Pass out your notes of thanksgiving and tell the students you are thankful they 
are in your group. Give them time to read their notes. Your affirmation may be 
one of the few positive comments some of your clubbers may ever receive. 

Use the Bible 
Review today’s Memory Link and Character Word. Guide kids to use cards to 
mark today’s story in their KBC Study Bibles. Lead them to highlight today’s 
Memory Link. 

Hang 10 Pages 
Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge kids to hang out with God 10 
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a 
guide. Encourage kids to do the Weekly Challenge and bring back their Hang 10 
pages next week for a time of discussion.

This week in your Hang 10 on Day 2, you will draw pictures of things you are 
thankful for. What is something you thought of during the Bible lesson that you 
are thankful for? 

Pray 
Give the kids a few minutes to share their prayer requests or write them on 
index cards. Ask a child to lead the group in prayer. Take the cards home and 
remember to pray for the kids in your surf team this week. 

Jesus, we thank You for the blessings You have given us. Lord, thank You for 
each of these students who are in my surf team. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

THANKSGIVING
“THANKFULNESS”

(page 5)
5-10
MINUTES
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Connection Tip

Before this session, surf 
team leaders, take the time 
to write each child a letter 
of thanks. Letters may 
be mailed or personally 
delivered to kids during 
club. Be sure to log this 
contact into the KOMS. 
You may use this as an 
example:

“I am thankful you are in 
my surf team this year. I 
am especially thankful for 
you because _________. 
You are special and there 
is no one else like you. I 
am praying for you and 
love you, Love, _________”



MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME

Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and  
Character Word

Option 1 – HAPPY DANCE RELAY

 Two strips of crepe paper and one plastic cone per surf team

Guide surf teams to form lines about 10-15 feet away from a cone. Place two strips 
of crepe paper at each cone. Ask the first person in the line a review question. If 
the answer is correct, the child will run to the cone, pick up the crepe paper and 
twirl three times while waving the streamers in the air. Once they have twirled three 
times they put the streamers down and race back to the next person. If a child 
answers incorrectly, play passes to the next person OR you may allow their team to 
help. Play continues till all questions are answered or time is called. 

Option 2 – THANKSGIVING TWIST

 Thanksgiving signs from Get Connected

Guide each surf team to form a circle. Ask the first review question starting with the 
student to the right of the surf team leader. Once the correct answer is given, ask 
that student to share something they are thankful for from their Thanksgiving sign. 
Continue around the circle until each student has a chance to answer a question 
and share something they are thankful for. Then guide your surf team to do the 
Thanksgiving Twist (happy dance) while saying the memory verse.

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is today’s Character Word? (Thankfulness)

2. Who is the king in this story? (David) 

3. Who told the people how to make the Ark of the Covenant? (God)

4. Tell something special about the Ark of the Covenant? (It is covered in gold, 
Ten Commandments inside)

5. True or False: David acted very serious and solemn while in the parade. 
(False) 

6. How did David act while in the parade? (He leaped, jumped, danced)

7. What is something you are thankful for? (Answers will vary)

8. In which book of the Bible are today’s Bible Connection story and Memory 
Link found? (1 Chronicles)

9. Finish the verse: “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, For He is good…” (His mercy 
endures forever.)

10. Where is a great place for kids to come and learn more about Jesus? (KiDs 
Beach Club®!)

5-10
MINUTES

THANKSGIVING
“THANKFULNESS”

(page 6)
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“Oh, give 
thanks to the 
Lord, for He 

is good! 
For His mercy 

endures 
forever.”

1 Chronicles 16:34

Thanksgiving


