LESSON 16

“COURAGE”
(page 1)

BIBLE CONNECTION

Daniel 6:1-28
(pages 938-939)

CHARACTER WORD

Courage - standing up for what
| believe in; bravery

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

| can have courage to
live for God.

MEMORY LINK
Daniel 6:26b

“For He is the living God,
and steadfast forever.”
(KBC Studly Bible pg. 939)

SUPPLIES NEEDED
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED
Memory Link cards, Hang
10 pages, index cards, pens,
highlighters

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY
Option 1: None
Option 2: Yarn or curling
ribbon, clothes pins,
index cards

BIBLE CONNECTION
None

SURF TEAM LEADER
Memory Link cards, Hang 10
pages, index cards, pens

MAKE-IT-STICK
REVIEW GAME
Option 1: None

Option 2: Hula hoop

J

God Protects Daniel

WHAT’S THE POINT?

Why do we love super heroes? They stand up for what'’s right and use their
super powers to overcome evil. The Bible is full of stories of ordinary people
who do extraordinary things when they follow God. As believers, we, too, can
be like super heroes and show courage in our everyday lives. We can stand up
for God and the truth of His word. When He lives in us, we have His power to do
anything He asks of us.

Sometimes it takes courage simply to do what is right. For instance, sometimes
people think that it is easier to tell a lie than to tell the truth; but lies always lead
to trouble in the long run. Talk with the kids about making right choices, even
when they are not sure what the outcome will be. Daniel had the courage to
make the right choice and pray only to God, even though it could have cost him
his life. Encourage kids to pray and ask God to help them to have the courage to
do what is right.
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GET CONNECTED ) 1019
Building relationships in Surf Teams; introducing today’s lesson
( Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens, highlighters )

Use the following conversation prompts to get to know the kids in your Surf
Team and to introduce today’s lesson.

e Who is your favorite super hero? Why?

If you could have one super power, what would you choose?

Today’s Character Word is courage. What does that mean to you?

What’s the opposite of courageous?

Share about a time when you or someone else showed courage?

m Guide students to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link
in their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.

’ .

% 10
MINUTES

As kids worship today, lead them to praise the Lord for His greatness. We

can have courage when we have confidence in the greatness of God. Some

fun songs you might want to include today could be “God’s Not Dead” by the
Newsboys, “Greater” by MercyMe or “Nothing is Impossible” by Planetshakers.
Find music videos of the songs that you want to use online that include the lyrics
for kids to read as they sing along.

WORSHIP TIME

Pointing hearts toward God
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MEMORY LINK % MINUTES
2 Minutes — Teaching the Bible verse to students
8 Minutes — Activity to help them memorize the verse
( Note cards, pen/marker )

Focus on the Bible CD

Who brought a Bible? Each week in Memory Link, count who remembered to
bring their Bibles. Encourage kids to hold up their Bibles high in the air while you
count. Keep a running total each week and try to increase the number of Bibles
brought every week.

Focus on Today’s Memory Link [Il

Direct students to open their KBC Study Bibles to Daniel 6:26b (page 939). Ask
a volunteer to read the verse aloud as the students follow along. Explain that
“steadfast” means without variation, unchangeable, unmovable, permanent. You
can have courage because God does not change. He is steadfast.

In today’s story, King Darius comes to understand that God is alive and
powerful. He watches Daniel courageously stand up for God even in the face
of death. And God shows that He is in control of all things (even hungry lions).
Therefore, “He is the living God.”

Option 1 - STRIKE A POSE

( No supplies needed )

Tell kids that they are going to practice the Memory Link by trying to have a
steadfast or immovable pose. One at a time, have students stand on one leg and
strike a pose. Students can be creative in the way that they stand, but they must
be on one leg. Students have to remain still in this pose, standing on one leg, and
repeat the Memory Link. Allow each student a turn to repeat the Memory Link
while standing on one leg. Encourage them to be creative in their poses.

If time permits, have all the students strike a pose at the same time and see who
can remain on one leg the longest. As soon as a person loses balance and their
second foot touches the floor, that person will need to say the Memory Link.

Option 2 - RIBBON RACE

( 5-foot piece of ribbon or yarn per Surf Team, clothes pins, index cards )

Prepare

Write each word of the Memory Link on a separate index card. You will need
one set of index cards for each Surf Team (written in different colors for different
teams).

Line up each Surf Team with the stack of index cards for their team at least 15
feet in front of them. The yarn or ribbon may be attached to the wall or simply
stretched out on the floor. When you say “go,” students will race to pick up

a card from the pile. As each student gets back to their line, they will have to
clothes pin the card to the piece of yarn or ribbon. Once the card is attached,
the next person in line may run over to get the next card and then come and
attach that card to the ribbon. Students need to attach the cards to the ribbon
so that the Memory Link is completed in order. The first team to attach their
verse cards in order and hold up the ribbon showing the Memory Link in order is
the winner. Then have that team repeat the Memory Link together.

LESSON 16

“COURAGE”

(page 2)

Daniel 6:26b

“For He is the living God,
and steadfast forever.”
(KBC Studly Bible pg. 939)

Bible 101 L1

~

Encourage students to find

out more about Daniel by
reading “Bible Explorer’s”
on page 930 of the KBC
Study Bible. The students
might be surprised to find
out that Daniel was just

a few years older than

them when the Bible starts

telling the story of his life.

/
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BIBLE CONNECTION ﬁ }f.‘.u};';

Teaching today’s Character Word through a gospel-centered Bible story

LESSON 16

“COURAGE”
(page 3)

( No supplies needed )

Set the Stage

Imagine what you would feel like if you were forced from your home, had to learn

a different language, attend a different school and leave all your family. The Bible

tells the story of a young man who experienced this. His name is Daniel. The Old

Testament book that tells his story is named after him. Our story today is in Daniel,
chapter six. That’s on page 938 in your KBC Study Bible.

Tell the Story L)
It must have been hard for Daniel to leave his home and face difficulties in Babylon.

But the Bible makes it clear that Daniel was faithful to worship and obey God even
when he lived among people who didn’t care about God at all. The people in Babylon
worshiped idols instead of the one true God. These idols didn’t speak or act. But
Daniel served “the living God,” who spoke to His people and acted on their behalf.
Daniel knew that God “is the living God and steadfast forever.” (Daniel 6:26b) Daniel’s
firm confidence in God gave him the strength and the courage he needed to face big
challenges throughout his life.

As Daniel worked hard in school, he did his best and God helped him. The people in
charge noticed that Daniel was smart, trustworthy and did a good job with whatever
he was asked to do. The king noticed and gave Daniel an important job. Because of
Daniel’s faithfulness, God blessed Daniel and gave him great success as he worked
for the king in Babylon.

When we read about Daniel in chapter six, he had already been living in Babylon

for many, many years. He had been promoted and was now one of the three most
powerful men in the entire kingdom! But there was a problem. The other officials who
served the king became jealous of Daniel’s success. King Darius trusted Daniel more
than anyone else, and they were jealous. They devised a plot to destroy Daniel.

These officials tried to find something wrong in Daniel’s life that they could use
against him. The closer they examined Daniel’s life, the more they saw that he did a
good job with everything and that he obeyed all the king’s rules. They couldn’t find
anything wrong, but they did notice a BIG way that Daniel was different from all of
them. Daniel worshiped and only prayed to the God of the Bible; Daniel courageously
obeyed God in every part of his life.

These officials went to the king and presented their fabulous idea to trap Daniel. They
said, “because you are so wonderful, we think that you should make a law that says
that everyone in the entire kingdom should pray only to you for one month. If anyone
in your kingdom prays to any god or man besides you for 30 days, he should be
severely punished. Your guards should throw that person into the lion’s den.” The king
listened, agreed and signed their decree. It was now an unchangeable law!

The trap for Daniel was now set. Daniel heard about this new law, but he decided
that it was more important to obey God than to obey King Darius’s horrible new rule.
Daniel went home and courageously prayed to God, just like he had done every day.
The officials spied on Daniel. They could clearly see him praying to God in front of
his open window. They knew that Daniel would have the courage to pray to God no
matter what. Their plan had worked!

Teaching Tip

Hold the Bible while you
are teaching the story.
Look at it and hold it up at
different points during the
story. This communicates
to students that you are
not just making up what
you are saying but are
telling them something
important from God’s own
word. It may be a very old
book, but it is true and

it has a lot to teach us
today!
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The rulers hurried to the palace and told King Darius that Daniel had been caught
praying to God instead of to the king. But then surprisingly, the king was upset! He
liked Daniel. He trusted Daniel. He knew Daniel did what was right, and that this
law that he had signed was wrong. King Darius tried all day to think of a way to
undo the new law he made. But the officials kept reminding him that his law was
unchangeable. Daniel had to face the punishment. The trap couldn’t be removed.

The punishment was the lion’s den. The guards arrested Daniel. Just before they
threw him into the lion’s den, the king said to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve
continually, He will deliver you.” The king was tormented as he watched Daniel be
thrown into a dungeon filled with hungry lions! The guards picked up a big stone and
covered the opening to the lion’s den. The officials put a seal on the stone to ensure
that no one would open it until the morning.

The king went home, and he was miserable. He saw Daniel’s courage to live for

God no matter what. He knew that Daniel had done nothing to deserve this awful
punishment. The king couldn’t eat or sleep all night. As soon as the sun started to rise
the next moming, the Bible says that King Darius rushed to the lion’s den to see what
happened to Daniel. As the guards moved the heavy stone away from the opening to
the lion’s den, King Darius cried out and asked, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has
your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”

Daniel looked up to the king and shouted: “Yes! My God sent his angel and shut
the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me!” It was a miracle! The king was so
relieved, and he told the guards to lift Daniel out. Then the king ordered the officials
who set the trap to be thrown into the lion’s den. There was nothing to protect them
from the lions. King Darius knew Daniel’s God was real and powerful. He said,
Daniel’s God, “is the living God, and steadfast forever.” (Daniel 6:26b)

Application

Just like Daniel, God wants us to have courage to live for Him no matter what
everyone around us is doing. Daniel had courage to obey God because he had
confidence that God is real, faithful and powerful. You can ask God to give you
courage to live for Him, just like Daniel.

Gospel Connection

Just like God was with Daniel, you too can have the assurance that God is with
you. All you have to do is ask Jesus to be your Forever Friend. It is as simple as
A-B-C: ASK, BELIEVE and CHOOSE TO FOLLOW. ADMIT you’re a sinner and
ASK Jesus to forgive your sin and come into your life. Next, BELIEVE that Jesus’
sacrifice paid the debt for your sin and then CHOOSE TO FOLLOW Jesus by
turning away from your sin and choosing God'’s way rather than your own way.
When Jesus becomes our forever friend, we can live with courage, just as Daniel
did.

Invite students wanting to know more about praying to ask Jesus to be their
forever friend to move to the designated counseling area to talk with a leader one
on one. Be sure to have all the decision supplies available.

LESSON 16

“COURAGE”

(page 4)

Teaching Tip

Follow these steps to
make sure you’re prepared
for Beach Club each

week. Pray asking God

to prepare your heart to
teach. Also, pray that God
will speak through you

and move in the hearts of
the students. Prepare by
reading the passage first
from the Bible and then the
curriculum. Practice telling
the story several times so
that you feel comfortable
putting it into your own
words. Tell the story to
your family or to yourself in
a mirror. Personalize! Be
yourself when you teach
and use your own style. Be
enthusiastic and authentic
with students.

/
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LESSON 16

-
SURF TEAM TIME ﬁ 9-10 COURAGE
. L e MINUTES (page 5)
Connecting with kids in small groups;
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word
( Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens ) 4
Teaching Tip

Today’s Bible Lesson

e Before you begin, ask if there are any students who would like to talk with the
Bible Connection leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

e Share about a time that you were scared to stand up for what was right.
e How did Daniel show courage? Where did his courage come from?

¢ In what situations can you show courage and stand up for God? (At your
school, at home, on your sports team, etc.)

e Show kids the very last tip-in page in their KBC Study Bibles, “Making Jesus
Cool at School.” Explain that this page shows ways they can live for God at
school. Encourage them to choose one idea and do it with courage.

Use the Bible L1

Give each child a Memory Link card. Review today’s Memory Link and
Character Word. Guide kids to use cards to mark today’s story in their KBC
Study Bibles. Lead them to highlight today’s Memory Link.

Hang 10 Pages m

Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge kids to hang out with God 10
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a
guide. Encourage kids to do the Weekly Challenge and bring back their Hang 10
pages next week for a time of discussion.

Look at Day 5 of the Hang 10. Read Isaiah 41:10 (KBC Study Bible, page 768).
How does God promise to help you in this Bible verse? Why does God say that
we should not be afraid?

Pray

Give the kids a few minutes to share their prayer requests or write them on
index cards. Ask someone to lead the group in prayer. Take the cards home and
remember to pray for the kids in your surf team this week.

Dear God, thank You that You are living, You are powerful and You do not
change. Please help me to trust You and to have courage to live for You. In
Jesus’ name, amen.

We provide questions to
discuss during Surf Team
time but be sensitive if
students need to talk
about something else.
Be careful not to feel
pressured to get through
all the questions. A
student may need to talk
about something that
happened at school or
something that happened
at home. This time is set
aside to help them open
up and talk about God
and what is going on in
their lives. Make sure you
are listening as much as
you are talking and be
ready to go a different
direction, if needed.

/

Teaching Tip

Reward students who
return their Hang 10
pages completed from
the previous week. Take
time to talk about what
they learned. Ask kids

to share how and when
they complete their

Hang 10 pages at home.
Encourage everyone to
spend at least 10 minutes
with God every day. Set
the example by spending
at least 10 minutes with
God yourself!

~
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LESSON 16

MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME ~ 5-10 “COURAGE”

age 6
Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and % MINUTES (page ™)
Character Word

Option 1 - JUMP AWAY

( No supplies needed )

Have two students stand side by side, a couple of feet apart. From a standing
position, with feet slightly apart, the two students will both do a standing long
jump. The student who does not jump the farthest will be asked one of the review
questions. Continue to play with different student pairs jumping at the same time.
Try to allow each student to answer one of the review questions. (You may want to
tell the kids to imagine that they are jumping away from a lion!)

Option 2 - ALL THROUGH THE HOOP

( Hula hoop )

Guide Surf Teams to hold hands forming a circle. Ask two students to let go of
their grip long enough for them to place their hands through a hula-hoop before
rejoining hands. The group will pass the hula hoop clockwise from person to
person by stepping into the hoop, bringing it up and over their head and moving it
to the next person. The team task is to pass the hoop around the circle. The game
leader will randomly stop play and ask a review question. This will continue until all
questions are answered. The Surf Team who moves the hoop completely around
the circle the most times is declared the winner.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. In what Bible book contains today’s story? (Daniel)

2. Is the book of Daniel in the Old or New Testament? (Old Testament)

3. What is today’s Memory Link? (“For He is the living God, and steadfast forever.”
Daniel 6:26b)

4. Who was jealous of Daniel and plotted against him? (the officials)

5. What did they get the king to do to trap Daniel? (They tricked the king into
signing a law that people could only pray to the king)

6. What is today’s Character Word? (Courage)

7. Who showed courage in our story? (Daniel)

8. What did Daniel do that showed courage? (He broke the law by praying to God
openly, knowing he would be thrown into a den of lions)

9. How was Daniel saved? (God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions)

10. What happened to the men at the end of the story who accused Daniel? (They
were thrown into the lions’ den)

11. How can you stand up for God at your school?

12. Name one way kids can show courage.

©Copyright 2019 KiDs Beach Club® is a registered trademark. All rights reserved.



“For He is the
living God,
and steadfast
forever.”

Daniel 6:26b




