LESSON 17

“LOVE”
(page 1)

BIBLE CONNECTION

John 13:1-17, 34-35
(page 1169-1170)

CHARACTER WORD

Love — a great affection of
the mind and heart

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

| can love others
by serving them.

MEMORY LINK
John 13:35

“By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

(KBC Study Bible pg. 1170)

SUPPLIES NEEDED
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED
Red heart shape

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY
Option 1: Bean bag
Option 2: Resource item

BIBLE CONNECTION
Bowil of water, towel,
miscellaneous items

SURF TEAM LEADER
Memory Link cards, Hang 10
pages, index cards, pens

MAKE-IT-STICK
REVIEW GAME
Option 1: Cardboard,

paper wads
Option 2: Bandana, timer

_ Y,

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

WHAT’S THE POINT?

In today’s culture, the word “love” is used to describe many different things.
You can love things, activities, food, people and the list goes on. Today’s lesson
focuses on love for people. People can show love, defined as showing affection
or concern, through both words and actions. In today’s lesson Jesus offers a
visible example of how He wants us to show love to others.

.
10-19
GET CONNECTED ) 1019
Building relationships in Surf Teams; introducing today’s lesson
( Red heart cut from construction paper or brought from home )

Use the following conversation prompts to get to know the kids in your Surf
Team and to introduce today’s lesson.

¢ Hold up the red heart. What does a red heart remind you of? (Love)
e Today’s Character Word is love. What does love mean to you?”

* |nvite the kids to pass the red heart around the group. As each person holds
the heart, ask them to tell one thing that they love and one person that they
love.

e What’s the difference in saying “I love chocolate” and saying, “I love my
mom?”

* How does it feel when someone shows love to you? How does it feel when
you show love to someone?

m Guide students to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link
in their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.

o,

S
MINUTES

When you introduce a new song to kids, take time to discuss the words and
explain what the song means. Slowly explain motions and give kids a chance
to practice them first. Then, rock out! Watch kids’ (and leaders’) worship come
alive when they better understand what the words mean and what the motions
represent. “It All Comes Down to Love,” by Kids Worship Songs and “At the
Cross/Love Ran Red” by Chris Tomlin.

WORSHIP TIME

Pointing hearts toward God
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MEMORY LINK ﬁ MINUTES
2 Minutes — Teaching the Bible verse to students
8 Minutes — Activity to help them memorize the verse
( Note cards, pen/marker )

Focus on the Bible CD

Who brought a Bible? Each week in Memory Link, count who remembered to
bring their Bibles. Encourage kids to hold up their Bibles high in the air while you
count. Keep a running total each week and try to increase the number of Bibles
brought every week.

Focus on Today’s Memory Link m

Raise your hand if you know how to snap your fingers. Call on someone to
prove that they can snap their fingers by snapping. Can you whistle? Call on
someone to prove they can whistle. Can anyone raise one eyebrow? Again, call
on someone to prove that they can do this.

Each person | called on proved to me that they could do what | asked. In today’s
Memory Link, Jesus explained what proves that you are a disciple, or a follower,
of Jesus. Help the children find John 13:35 in their KBC Study Bibles (page
1170). Ask a volunteer to read the verse as the kids follow along.

What did Jesus say that proves you’re His disciple? (Love one another) That’s
right! The way we_love others proves we are Jesus’ disciples. This isn’t just a

spoken “I love you.” He is talking about showing with actions our love for one
another. It’s a love that can be seen.

Option 1 - DON”T SPILL THE BEANS
(' Bean bag )

Instruct your Surf Team to stand in a circle. The Surf Team leader will hand the
bean bag to one student. After saying the memory link, that student will put the
bean bag on top of his head, walk around the outside of the circle and return to
their spot as quickly as possible. The object of the game is to walk around the
outside of the circle without letting the bean bag fall off their head thus “spilling
the beans.” If the bean bag falls off, they can put it back on and keep going.
Play as time allows letting as many students go as possible. For variety, assign
different body parts where kids can balance the beanbag: hop on one foot with
the bean bag on your raised knee, bend over with the bean bag on your back,
balance the bean bag on your nose.

Option 2 - HEART TO HEART

( Resource Iltem: “Heart to Heart” )

Prepare
Copy and cut apart Resource ltem: “Heart to Heart.”

Instruct the Surf Team to sit in a circle. The Surf Team leader will place the
16 cards upside down in the middle of the circle. Each student will take turns
turning over two rectangles at a time, trying to find two cards that form a
complete heart. If the two cards selected form a heart, the team will say the
verse together and the Surf Team leader will remove those two cards. If the
cards do not match, the child will return the cards to the center and the next
person takes a turn.

LESSON 17

“LOVE”
(page 2)

John 13:35

“By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

(KBC Study Bible pg. 1170)

Teaching Tip

Make every effort to
include all the students in
your conversation. They
need time to unwind and
debrief after school, so
keep the conversation
focused and fun!

Teaching Tip

Repetition is the key! The
more the kids repeat the
verse the more likely they
are to memorize it and

hide it in their hearts. More
thoughts on scripture
memory can be found on
pages 17-18 of the KBC
Leadership Manual Volume
2: Beach Club Essentials.

- /
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Teaching today’s Character Word through a gospel-centered Bible story

LESSON 17

“LOVE”
(page 3)

( Bowl of water, towel, miscellaneous items )

Set the Stage

Today, | brought some items that give clues about what the person wearing or
using it does. | am going to show them one at a time. After | show you the item |
will count to three out loud, and at the count of three | want everyone to say what
the person wearing or using the item does. Show each item, picture of the items,
or name the items to the children and allow for answers. When you saw each

of these items, you instantly knew something about the person wearing them

or using them. What is it that helps identify Christians (disciples)? (Love) Let’s
take a look at today’s Bible Connection and discover how Jesus answered this
question.

Tell the Story 1)

Guide kids to find John 13 in their Bibles (page 1169). Ask kids to identify

the heading above chapter 13. (Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) Washing
someone’s feet seems a little strange, doesn'’t it? When Jesus lived on earth,
people wore sandals and walked along dusty roads. The roads weren’t paved,
and often animals used the same roads. People’s feet would become filthy. It
was customary for the lowest servant in the house to wash the feet of the guests
as a way to honor them. Looking at the chapter heading, who washed feet in
today’s story? (Jesus) Jesus put Himself in the position of the lowest servant to
show how we are to love each other.

Guide the kids to keep their Bibles open to John 13 (page 1169) as you tell the
story. Jesus and his disciples met together to celebrate the Passover meal,
which is a special holiday and celebration. Jesus knew that the time was coming
for him to be crucified (die on the cross) and this was the last time He would be
together with the disciples. Jesus wanted to teach the disciples an important
lesson.

Invite your actors to take their places at the front and dramatize the story as you
continue to tell it.

So, Jesus took a towel and a bowl! of water and began to wash the disciples’
feet. Remember, foot washing was something the lowest servant would do.
When Jesus came to wash Peter’s feet, Peter was confused. Here’s what they
said:

Peter: Lord, are You washing my feet?

Jesus: What | am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.
Peter: You shall never wash my feet.

Jesus: If | do not wash you, you have no part with Me.

Peter: Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!

Thank your actors and instruct them to return to their seats.

This event happened the night before Jesus was crucified. Jesus knew this was
His last night with His disciples. Jesus loved them. They had spent time together.
They were friends. As they were eating together, Jesus got up and started
washing their feet. The disciples probably felt stunned, wondering what was
going on. No wonder Peter questioned that Jesus would wash his feet.

As You Prepare

Collect items, pictures

of items, or simply name
items that represent
occupations such as the
following: stethoscope,
fireman’s hat, camera,
etc. Before the session,
ask two students to act
out the parts of Jesus and
Peter.

/
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When Jesus finished washing everyone’s feet, He asked, “Do you understand
why | washed your feet?” Jesus explained that He was their Lord and Teacher,
an authority over them, setting an example for the disciples to follow. Jesus took
on the role of a servant and washed the feet of His disciples to demonstrate His
love for them and to demonstrate how they (and we) are to show love to others.

How well do you think the disciples remembered this lesson Jesus taught?
What if Jesus had simply told the disciples to love each other? Would they have
remembered if Jesus had just told them? By showing them how to love and
honor each other, Jesus taught a lesson they would always remember.

Ask a volunteer to read aloud John 13:34-35 from the KBC Study Bibles (page

1170) as the other students follow along. What is the new commandment Jesus
gave? (Love one another as | have loved you.) How did Jesus say his disciples

would be recognized? (If you have love for one another.)

At the beginning of the lesson, you were able to look at items and identify what
someone that wears or uses the items does. | asked you this question, “What is it
that helps identify Christians?” Jesus tells us in John 13:35, “By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” The example Jesus
gave in today’s lesson was that we can show our love for others by serving them.
How do you show love for others? How can you show love by serving them?

Application

Jesus wants you to know that He loves you very much. He wants you to love
Him. The first step to showing Him that you love and trust Him is to ask Him to
be your forever friend. Once you have done this, He will work in your life to help
you see ways that you can show your love to others by serving them. Then, all
will know that you are His disciples.

Gospel Connection

God still wants people to show their love for one another just like Jesus did.
Jesus showed His love for the disciples by the act of washing their feet, a
servant’s job. Jesus said that all will know we are His disciples if we love one
another. Jesus loved the disciples and He loves you. In fact, Jesus loves you so
much that He took the punishment for your sin when He died on the cross.

So what does being His disciple mean? It means asking Jesus to be your Savior
and Lord and committing your life to follow Him. Have you asked Jesus to
forgive your sins and be the boss of your life? Are you one of His disciples?

God'’s word tells God'’s plan for how people can become followers of Jesus. It's
as simple as A-B-C. ADMIT you’re a sinner and ASK Jesus to forgive your sin
and come into your life. Next, BELIEVE that Jesus’ sacrifice paid the debt for
your sin and then CHOOSE TO FOLLOW Jesus by turning away from your sin
and choosing God’s way rather than your own way.

Invite students wanting to know more about praying to ask Jesus to be their
forever friend to move to the designated counseling area to talk with a leader
one on one. Be sure to have all the decision supplies available.

LESSON 17

“LOVE”
(page 4)

Teaching Tip

Keep students on track.
You don’t always have

to let every student

who raises a hand say
something or answer a
question. It will take up
your time and potentially
lead you off track. Keep
discussion and questions
to a minimum during large
group teaching times.

/

Teaching Tip

Include students in your
story! Involve them as
much as you can when
telling the story or sharing
an illustration. Be mindful
to include different
students each week.

/
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LESSON 17

-
SURF TEAM TIME () 2-10 LOVE
. L e MINUTES (page 5)
Connecting with kids in small groups;
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word
( Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens ) 4
Teaching Tip

Today’s Bible Lesson

e Before you begin, ask if there are any students who would like to talk with the
Bible Connection leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

e What questions do you have about today’s story?

e Today’s Memory Link explains that Jesus’ disciples are recognized when we
love each other. What are some ways you can show love by serving others? At
home? At school? In Beach Club?

* How do you think you would have felt if you had been there and Jesus wanted
to wash your feet?

Use the Bible I:D

Give each child a Memory Link card. Review today’s Memory Link and
Character Word. Guide kids to use cards to mark today’s story in their KBC
Study Bibles. Lead them to highlight today’s Memory Link.

Hang 10 Pages m

Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge them to hang out with God 10
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a
guide. Encourage kids to do the Weekly Challenge and bring back their Hang 10
pages next week for a time of discussion.

You are going to be encouraged to love your neighbors this week. | pray you will
find great J-O-Y in putting Jesus first, Yourself last, and Others in between.

Pray

Give the kids a few minutes to share their prayer requests or write them on
index cards. Ask someone to lead the group in prayer. Take the cards home and
remember to pray for the kids in your surf team this week.

Lord, as we seek to love You this week by loving others, | ask that You help us
be faithful to pray for our Beach Club friends. Help each one of us have a love
story to tell next week when we meet again. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Before club each week,
take time to review the
entire lesson, not just your
part. Read the story and
Memory Link from your
Bible. Be available to help
your fellow leaders when
needed before, during,
and after club time. Pray
not only for the students
in your Surf Team, but
also for everyone in your
club.

Teaching Tip

Reward students who
return their Hang 10
pages completed from
the previous week. Take
time to talk about what
they learned. Ask kids

to share how and when
they complete their

Hang 10 pages at home.
Encourage everyone to
spend at least 10 minutes
with God every day. Set
the example by spending
at least 10 minutes with
God yourself!
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LESSON 17

MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME ~ 5-10 “LOVE”
Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and % MINUTES (page ™)
Character Word

Option 1 - RIGHT THROUGH THE HEART

( Cardboard, 4-6 paper wads )

Prepare
Provide one piece of card board with a softball-sized, heart-shaped hole cut in it
for each Surf Team.

Instruct two students to hold the paper or cardboard between them as other
students in your Surf Team line up about four feet away. Give each student two
attempts to toss the paper wad through the heart-shaped hole before moving to
the back of the line. The student that gets the paper through the hole will answer
a review question. If they miss both times, they move to the back of the line to
possibly go again. Be sure to rotate the students holding the heart so that all
students get to participate. Play as time allows.

Option 2 - HOW MAY | SERVE YOU?

( Bandana, timer )

Explain that students will pass the bandana from student to student without
touching it with their hands or letting it fall to the floor. Instruct students to stand

in a circle. Fold the bandana and drape it over a student’s right forearm in the
fashion of a server at a restaurant. Give the call to start. Students will quickly pass
the bandana to the right placing it on the right forearm of the next child without
touching it with their hands or allowing it to fall on the floor. Allow the bandana to be
passed for 10 seconds. Call time. The student with the bandana answers a review
question. Continue as time allows.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What does love mean? (a great affection of the mind and heart)

2. Recite today’s Memory Link. (“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if
you have love for one another.” John 13:35)

3. What act of service did Jesus do for the disciples in today’s lesson? (He
washed their feet)

4. Why was it customary for people to have their feet washed in Bible times? (their
feet were filthy from walking in sandals on the dusty, dirty roads)

5. Who usually did the foot washing? (the lowest servant)

6. Which disciple didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet at first? (Peter)

7. Jesus washed the disciples’ feet as an example of what? (how to show love to
others)

8. According to what Jesus taught in John 13:35, how will all know that we are His
disciples? (that we love one another)

9. Name one way you can show love by serving someone.

10. How do you know Jesus loves you? (the Bible says so, He died for sin, etc)
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“By this
all will know
that you are
My disciples,

if you have
love for one
another.”

John 13:35




