
BIBLE CONNECTION

Acts 26:12-31  
(page 1224-1225)

MEMORY LINK

Psalm 31:24

“Be of good courage, and He  
shall strengthen your heart,  

all you who hope in the Lord.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 579)

SUPPLIES NEEDED 
THIS WEEK

GET CONNECTED 
Wide-mouth jar,  

uncooked rice, egg

MEMORY LINK ACTIVITY 
Option 1: None 

Option 2: Bean bag

BIBLE CONNECTION 
Bullhorn, flashlight, 

resource item

SURF TEAM LEADER 
Memory Link cards, Hang 10 

pages, index cards, pens

MAKE-IT-STICK 
REVIEW GAME 

Option 1: Bean bags,  
painter’s tape 

Option 2: Feathers (or tissues), 
paper plates

CHARACTER WORD

Courage – standing up for  
what I believe in; bravery

TEACHING OBJECTIVE

God gives me courage to tell 
others the truth about who He is 

even if they don’t believe.

Paul Shares His Story with a King
LESSON 19

“COURAGE”
(page 1)

10-15
MINUTES

WHAT’S THE POINT?

In today’s lesson, King Agrippa had an encounter with Paul who shared a 
persuasive and personal account of how he became a Christian. Paul had 
courage to boldly proclaim God’s truth to everyone, even a king. In today’s 
world, absolute truth is hard to find. As Christ followers, we know that God’s 
word is the source of all truth. Like Paul, let’s have courage to boldly share the 
truth of God’s word with everyone God places in our path.
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GET CONNECTED

Building relationships in Surf Teams; introducing today’s lesson

 Optional: wide-mouth jar, uncooked rice, egg

Use the following conversation prompts to get to know the kids in your Surf 
Team and to introduce today’s lesson.

• Today’s Character Word is courage. What does courage mean to you?

• How can knowing that the Bible is true help you have courage to tell others 
about it?

 
Optional: Place the egg in the middle of the jar completely covered by rice. 
Explain that the egg represents someone who is hanging with the crowd. One 
day, the group starts making fun of other people, the egg doesn’t like it so he 
tells them to stop (tap the top of the rim, the egg will rise up from the rice with 
each tap). Next, the group of friends starts excluding others from their games 
(tap the rim) and they start telling lies (tap). Each time the egg refuses to go 
along with his friends and stands up for what’s right (tap again). Continue until 
the egg has completely risen above the rice. It takes courage to do the right 
thing when others are not. A courageous person will rise to the top and stand 
out from the rest! 

Guide students to locate and mark today’s Bible Connection and Memory Link 
in their Bibles so they can find the pages quickly as directed in the session.

10
MINUTESWORSHIP TIME

Pointing hearts toward God

Take a few minutes to encourage participation in the worship time. Students and 
leaders should be fully engaged in this portion of Beach Club. If your leaders 
are involved and excited, the students will follow. Great songs this week include 
“Courageous” by Casting Crowns and “Fear No More” by The Afters.



MEMORY LINK

2 Minutes – Teaching the Bible verse to students 
8 Minutes – Activity to help them memorize the verse

 Slips of paper, pencil, beach ball

Focus on the Bible 
Who brought a Bible? Each week in Memory Link, count who remembered to 
bring their Bibles. Encourage kids to hold up their Bibles high in the air while you 
count. Keep a running total each week and try to increase the number of Bibles 
brought every week. 

Focus on Today’s Memory Link 
Guide students to find and read Psalm 31:24 from the KBC Study Bible (page 
579). Read the verse aloud as the students follow along. 

God sent His Son into the world, and He sends us into the world so that we 
might tell others just as Jesus did. He never leaves us to do it alone though. It 
takes courage to speak up when someone is being treated unkindly or when 
someone is lying or when someone is cheating or stealing, but it is what we 
should do. God is the one who created us for this time and place, and He is the 
One who will strengthen us and give us courage. All we have to do is ask Him 
and then follow through with speaking up. He is our Hope and our Helper. 

Option 1 – COURAGEOUS OR FOOLISH

 No supplies needed

Take turns saying courageous acts and foolish acts. After each courageous act, 
repeat today’s Memory Link. 

• Fighting  ||  Walking away from a fight

• Doing something dangerous that others are doing  ||  Not participating even if 
someone calls you “chicken”

• Teasing and bullying someone  ||  Standing up for someone who is being 
mistreated

• Blaming others for your mistakes  ||  Accepting responsibility

• Ignoring a new student  ||  Making friends with a new student

• Only looking out for yourself  ||  Helping others

• Following the crowd  ||  Doing what’s right

• Quitting when things get tough  ||  Working hard, even when it’s difficult 

 
Option 2 - FLYING VERSE

 One bean bag per Surf Team

Divide each Surf Team in half or line up two Surf Teams facing each other (like in 
Red Rover). Use a bean bag to toss to someone on the other side. The person 
who catches the bean bag will say the first word of the verse. They will toss it to 
another child across from them who will say the next word of the verse. When 
a child misses a word, the verse must be started over. No one will be dropped 
from the game; just keep trying until the verse is completed.

10
MINUTES

LESSON 19
“COURAGE”

(page 2)

Psalm 31:24

“Be of good courage, and He  
shall strengthen your heart,  

all you who hope in the Lord.”
(KBC Study Bible pg. 579)
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Bible 101

Draw kids’ attention to the 
tip in pages “God Loves 
You and Has a Plan for 
Your Life” in their KBC 
Study Bibles (between 
pages 626-627). Remind 
kids that those pages 
are an excellent tool for 
sharing with others the 
truth of how to ask Jesus 
to be their forever friend. 
Encourage them to ask 
God for courage to share 
the pages with their family 
and friends. 

Time’s Amost Up

Make the most of the time 
to reinforce with students 
the fact that the Bible 
contains a true message 
from God, and that He will 
give them courage to do 
what is right. Encourage 
kids to continue reading 
their Bibles at home 
to discover more truth 
from God’s word and 
courageously share with 
everyone they know.



BIBLE CONNECTION

Teaching today’s Character Word through a gospel-centered Bible story

 Bullhorn, flashlight, resource item

Set the Stage 
I want you to help me conduct an experiment. Help me determine the best way 
to get your attention. Let’s try the bullhorn/megaphone first. Say something with 
your voice amplified to attempt to get their attention. That worked well. Let’s try a 
visual approach this time. Shine the flashlight and dramatically wave your hands 
in the air for a moment. Comment on how well it worked. Let’s try the third option. 
I need you to tap the shoulder of the person next to you, and then point to me so 
they look at me. Give them a moment to do it. Briefly discuss with the kids which 
method was most effective.

Tell the Story 
Guide kids to find page 1223 in their Bibles. Ask kids to identify the two names in 
the headings on page 1223. (Agrippa and Paul) Explain that Agrippa was a great 
king. Remind kids about Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus and explain 
that Saul was so greatly transformed by Jesus that he changed his name to Paul. 

Because Paul was courageous in sharing the truth about Jesus, he was put in 
prison and locked in chains, but he had committed no real crimes. One day, King 
Agrippa came to visit the governor, Festus, in the town where Paul was in prison. 
Festus told King Agrippa about Paul’s unusual situation. King Agrippa decided 
he wanted to hear from Paul for himself. So, Paul was brought to a courtroom 
before the king and allowed to share the truth of what happened to him. 

Do you remember the three ways I tried to get your attention earlier? The three 
ways that God used to get Paul’s (Saul’s) attention were a bright light that shone 
from heaven, the loud voice of Jesus spoke, and he fell to the ground. Your 
neighbor was kind enough to just tap you on the shoulder and not knock you to 
the ground like what happened to Paul.

Before the king and many people watching, Paul tells the miraculous story of how 
Jesus changed him from a bully toward Christians to a man who courageously 
preached the truth about Jesus. Guide kids to follow along in their KBC Study 
Bibles as you read aloud Acts 26:13-15 (page 1224). As you read, dramatically 
shine the flashlight and speak loudly as the voice of Jesus to Paul.

Let me explain that a “goad” is simply a cattle prod, or a long stick used to move 
cattle where you want them to go. Do you think being poked and hit by a goad is 
fun for the cattle? No! They don’t like it and try to kick it out of the way. In the same 
way, Paul was trying to explain to the king how God made Paul uncomfortable in 
order to get his attention. Sometimes when God or someone we love tells us the 
truth, it is uncomfortable. It takes courage to say hard things. God couldn’t get 
Paul’s attention using other methods, so He appeared to Paul in a way he would 
never forget. 

Paul explained to King Agrippa what his life was like before he was a Christ 
follower. He was an enemy of Christians. He hated them. Then, Paul shared how 
he was changed by Jesus. Jesus gave Paul a mission; that is to have courage 
and share the truth about Jesus with everyone. 

LESSON 19
“COURAGE”

(page 3)
10-15
MINUTES
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As You Prepare

In this text, the word 
repent is used. Be sure 
to print the Resource 
Item for the word repent 
with the definition on it to 
help kids understand this 
concept and how they 
can courageously apply 
it to their own life. The 
definition is found in the 
back of their KBC Study 
Bible on page 1414.



Paul continued to tell his story to King Agrippa. Paul explained that he 
courageously obeyed the vision from God by telling everyone the truth: they 
should repent, which means to turn away from their sin and turn to God. Refer to 
the resource item: repent sign and briefly explain. Paul shared how Jesus died for 
our sin and was raised from the dead. Paul explained that the Jews didn’t want to 
listen to the message from God and that’s why they arrested Jesus and threw him 
in prison.

At this point, Festus interrupted Paul. Ask a volunteer to read aloud what Festus 
said according to Acts 26:24. Festus knew how well-educated Paul was, and he 
thought that Paul had learned so much that he had gone crazy! 

Here’s how Paul responded to Festus. Ask a volunteer to read aloud what Paul 
said according to Acts 26:25. Paul wasn’t crazy. He simply told what happened 
to him – and it was the truth! 

Paul knew that King Agrippa and everyone in the courtroom knew everything 
Jesus had done and that they needed to repent, and turn away from their sin. 
Refer back to the repent sign. Paul’s courageous testimony of truth was so 
convincing that King Agrippa said to Paul and everyone in the courtroom that he 
was almost persuaded to become a Christian himself! 

Solemnly read Acts 26:28 aloud, giving weight to the word “almost.” Did King 
Agrippa become a Christian? Sadly, he did not. Even though he heard the truth, 
as far as we know, he never chose to follow Jesus. Paul had courage and ended 
his message saying that he strongly hoped everyone who heard his story would 
choose to follow Jesus, just like he had.

Application

Paul simply told the truth about what God had done in his life. The only way 
others will know how to follow Christ is if we have courage to tell them the truth. 
Who will you tell first? When will you tell them? What will you say?

Gospel Connection

Just like Paul, God needs people to be courageous. Sometimes the most 
courageous thing you can do is share the truth of what has happened in your 
life. Because of God’s love for us and His promise to give us the strength and 
courage we need, we can be courageous, just like Paul, and tell of God’s grace 
in our life. Paul showed us the example of being courageous, and with God’s 
help, we can show the same courage with our family, friends, and neighbors. 

Maybe, like King Agrippa, you have heard and are ready to believe or not believe. 
It takes as much courage to repent and put your faith in Jesus as it does to share 
your story of how Jesus changed you. I pray that today you will have courage 
to ADMIT you’re a sinner and ASK Jesus to forgive your sin and come into your 
life. Next, BELIEVE that Jesus’ death on the cross paid the debt for your sin and 
then CHOOSE TO FOLLOW Jesus by repenting, turning away from your sin, and 
choosing God’s way rather than your own way.

Invite students wanting to know more about praying to ask Jesus to be their 
forever friend to move to the designated counseling area to talk with a leader one 
on one. Be sure to have all the decision supplies available.

LESSON 19
“COURAGE”
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Teaching Tip

Praise God for each 
student who made a 
decision for Christ in your 
Beach Club this year. 
Even when clubs are 
over, decision follow up 
goes on. Be sure to make 
contact with every child 
professing faith in Christ. 
Record your progress 
in the KiDs Online 
Management System 
(KOMS).



SURF TEAM TIME 
Connecting with kids in small groups; 
applying today’s Bible Connection and Character Word

 Memory Link cards, Hang 10 pages, index cards, pens

Today’s Bible Lesson

• Before you begin, ask if there are any students who would like to talk with the 
Bible Connection leader about praying to ask Jesus to become their forever 
friend. If so, let them go to the designated area.

• What questions do you have about today’s story?

• When do we need courage to tell the truth?

• What does repent mean? Why does it take courage to repent?

 
Use the Bible 
Give each child a Memory Link card. Review today’s Memory Link and 
Character Word. Guide kids to use cards to mark today’s story in their KBC 
Study Bibles. Lead them to highlight today’s Memory Link. 

Hang 10 Pages 
Give each child a Hang 10 page. Challenge kids to hang out with God 10 
minutes each day by praying and reading the Bible, using the Hang 10 page as a 
guide. Encourage kids to do the Weekly Challenge and bring back their Hang 10 
pages next week for a time of discussion.

We all choose to follow God or we choose not to follow Him. I pray that each of 
you will decide on the courageous choice to make Jesus your forever friend. Tell 
everyone you know about Him and how He changes you.

 
Pray 
Give the kids a few minutes to share their prayer requests or write them on 
index cards. Ask someone to lead the group in prayer. Take the cards home and 
remember to pray for the kids in your surf team this week. 

Lord, help us to have courage to tell others about Your truth. Help us stay close 
to You and grow us into courageous servants for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.

LESSON 19
“COURAGE”

(page 5)

Connection Tip

Plan ahead! Remind 
students that next week 
is the last Beach Club 
this year. Let them know 
of any special plans 
you may have. Make 
it special. Take time to 
pray over the students 
that will be moving on 
to another campus next 
year. Prepare or provide 
a summer calendar of 
your church’s activities 
for the whole family to be 
distributed next week. 
Send home information 
about the Summer 
Reading Program. 
Consider a year-end 
beach bash or celebration 
at your church.

5-10
MINUTES
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MAKE IT STICK - REVIEW GAME

Playing a game to review today’s Bible Connection and  
Character Word

Option 1 - BEANBAG BATTLE

 Bean bags, painter’s tape

Prepare 
Make a two-foot square on the floor with painter’s tape. Make an “X” in the square, 
connecting opposite corners dividing the square into four equal triangles. Give 
each section a number value. Place a “starting line” a few feet away. 

Each student stands behind the line and throws the beanbag into the square. 
If the student correctly answers the question, the team’s score is the number 
corresponding to the value assigned the space where the beanbag lands. 
Challenge kids by moving the start line further away from the square. Award the 
highest-scoring Surf Team.

Option 2 - FEATHER RELAY

 Feathers (or tissues), paper plates

Give one feather (or tissue) and one paper plate to each Surf Team. Guide Surf 
Teams to line up single file for a relay race. Leaders will stand opposite the lines to 
ask review questions. Give the first child in each line a paper plate with a feather (or 
tissue) on the plate. On “Go,” students will walk to the Surf Team leader, answer a 
question, return to their team and pass the plate to the next student. If they cannot 
correctly answer the question, they can walk back to their team to pass it to the 
next person to attempt the same question. If the feather (or tissue) falls off the 
plate, they must walk to the beginning and try again. Continue until all questions 
are correctly answered or time runs out. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is today’s Character Word? (Courage)

2. In what book of the Bible is today’s Bible story? (Acts)

3. Name one thing God did to Paul that got his attention (shone a bright light, 
knocked him to the ground, spoke in a loud voice)

4. What is a goad? (cattle prod)

5. What new purpose did God have for Paul? (be a friend/minister, tell others 
about Jesus)

6. What did Festus, the governor, say to Paul? (Paul was mad/crazy)

7. Before Paul gave his life to Christ, what did he do? (persecuted Christians)

8. What does repent mean? (to feel regret; to change one’s mind about)

9. Paul’s testimony in the court was so convincing. What was King Agrippa’s 
reply? (“Paul, you have almost convinced me to be a Christian.”)

10. What was Paul’s hope for everyone in the courtroom? (that they would 
become Christians)

11. According to today’s Memory Link, why should we have courage? (Because 
He will strengthen our hearts if we hope in Him)

12. Name one person you could tell your story of what God is doing in your life.

5-10
MINUTES
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“Be of good 
courage, 

and He shall 
strengthen 
your heart, 
all you who 
hope in the 

LORD.”
Psalm 31:24

Lesson 19


